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It is time to start thinking about enrollment for next school year. Children 3 years of age or older by August
31, 2014 are eligible to attend preschool and children 5 years of age or older by August 31, 2014 are eligible to
attend kindergarten.

The first step to having your preschool or Kindergarten child enrolled at USD 350 is to have your child
screened. Children MUST be screened before they can attend preschool. Preschool screening and kindergar-
ten round-up will be held at the Church of Christ, 609 North Pearl, in St. John, on the following dates: Thurs-
day, April 10 for potential kindergarten students and Friday, April 25 for

potential preschoolers.

We ask that if you have a child who will be in Kindergarten or preschool
next year that you submit a form to the elementary office. If you missed
the March 31st deadline, please submit the form as soon as possible. A
form was sent home to many parents, but we may have missed some fami-
lies. You can find the form on our school website and you may contact the
elementary office with questions about this at 549-3518.

The Board of Education recently approved the school calendar for the 2014-15 school year.

The school year
for students will run from August 21, 2014 through May 19, 2015. The scheduled days are very similar to the
current year’s calendar. A copy of the calendar can be found on our website.

I’'m sure you already know that the Tiger boys brought home another state basketball championship. We con-
gratulate Coach Kinnamon and the team for achieving this milestone two years in a row. The team and crowd
were a positive representation of our community at the tournament.

The current legislative session is now being dominated by issues addressed by the Kansas Supreme Court in
their recent school finance ruling.

There are two issues at hand with this court ruling. First is equity (is funding equitable across the state?) and
second is adequacy (is it enough?). The equity issue has to do with state aid provided to districts for their local
option budget (LOB) and capital outlay funds.

This aid is provided to districts with lower property wealth to equalize funding across the state. This
is needed because one mill of tax authority generates a vastly different dollar amount from school
district to school district.

Currently, state aid is not provided as it should be according to Kansas statute. Less than 80% of the LOB aid is provided and capital

outlay aid is not funded at all. This does not affect our budget because USD 350 gets no state aid for these
funds; the revenue is only collected from local tax payers.

7~ The Supreme Court ruled that the legislature is not meeting their Constitutional obligation to properly equal-

ize funding for capital outlay and local option budgets. There are basically two ways to solve this problem.

= One option is to add nearly $130 million to fully fund the equalization aid. This would not affect the USD 350

budget since we receive none of this aid.

\ Another option would be to provide this equalization aid from other areas of the public education budget. In

effect, this would mean taking money from districts that do not receive this state funding (like USD 350) and
spreading it out to those districts that do. While funding equity is very important, it should not come at the

expense of some school districts with already strapped school budgets.

In regard to adequacy, the Supreme Court disagreed with the lower court about the amount needed to properly fund schools according
to the Constitution. The Supreme Court sent this back to the lower court to reconsider. The Court said that outcomes for students
must be considered in determining whether funding is adequate or not. It is not merely a matter of "how much money” is spent. The
issue of funding adequacy will likely not be agreed upon any time soon. As always, if you’d like to visit about any of these topics or
have other questions or concerns, | can be reached at 620-549-3564 or meyerj@usd350.com. | am proud to be a Tiger and proud to
serve USD 350 with Purpose, Passion, and Pride.

~ Josh Meyer — USD 350 Superintendent
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JUNiOR-SEGNiOR PLAY
aPRIL 12 anb 13, 2014

The Junior Senior Play this spring will be presented Saturday, April 12, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, April
13, at 2:00 p.m., 2014, in the St. John High School Auditorium. The title this year is Curtain Going Up!, A COM-
EDY IN THREE ACTS, by Gregory Johnston. Rights to perform the play have been obtained from Samuel
French, Inc., 45 West 25th Street, New York, NY 10010. This is a very clever and humorous play about the
“production of a play in high school, [during which] the action takes place on the stage and in the auditori-
um, during rehearsal and after the presentation, “ according to the play book. The teacher in charge of her
very first school play is portrayed by senior Madison Long. She has seemingly every problem getting this
“play within the play” to performance that can possibly happen, in-
cluding: misplaced or stolen play books; students coming close to

m
|] “ H | AI N failing classes and thus being close to being ineligible at the last mo-

ment,; a grouchy and temperamental custodian who believes in
[I[ [I I N [: ” IJ '  some way that he should be in charge (senior Preston Miller); a fac-
ulty member in charge of costumes (Maddy Lippoldt) who is vying
e e R for the affection of the journalism teacher (Tim Easley) who is actu-
ally smitten with the new teacher this year; a father (Jesus Alverez) who believes his daughter (Haley Falk),
areal prima donna, should have the leading role over a new actress (Taylor Woodward) who has become
enthralled with the theater; a Broadway actress (Khloe Clark) who is the aunt of one of the male cast mem-

bers (Austin White), a real male prima donna, and feels she has much more experience than the new high

school teacher who is trying to produce the play. The senior class sponsor (Emily Nevil) adds her own pres-

sure to the teacher/director by cutting her play budget in half.
Other student actors involved in the play-within-the-
play as well as in the play proper are Schuyler Brown (who is
ajealous boyfriend-type in the cast because he is protecting
his right to his girlfriend’s affections); Zuriel Reyes (who
portrays an ornery, ladies’-man type sure to keep things
stirred up); Jessica Hanson (who plays a very frustrated
stage manager trying her best to keep the cast in line); Kade
Kinnamon (an athlete with no acting experience trying to
keep stage directions clear in his mind and breaking character several times because he cannot remember
where to enter and stand... plus he doesn’t know how his teammates will react to his costume and makeup);

(Continued on page 3)




(Continued from page 2)
Alexis Witt (who really means well but constantly giggles and is so glad when the play is over so she
can forget all her lines!); Brooke Shultz (who is delighted to handle publicity so she doesn’t have to

memorize any lines); Isabella Martinez-Haskins—sophomore volunteer (who

handles props and gets thunder sounds and gun shots mixed up a bit). In addi-

tion, Katlyn Spangenberg and Esai Macias play adults in the audience with

praise for the production; and some silly teen-age girls show up who love Kade

Kinnamon’s character and really become his super-fans screaming for autographs and following him
everywhere: Aeriana Trimmer, Tyler Dove, and Gio Valenzuela.

The Student Director/Stage Manager is Ashlyn Fisher. In the light and sound booth will be Cody
Haberman and Katlyn Spangenberg. The rest of the cast have volunteered to help with costumes, grip-
ping, props, make-up, hair, the set, and publicity. Our gracious costume volunteer will again be Cindy
Crockett. Wendy Hacker is directing. Jane Bennington is producing. Please make time on your calen-
dars to come support our students. They are sooooo busy! The Sub-State and State Basketball Tourna-
ments with the wonderful involvement of teams and fans, plus spring break, the beginning of track
and golf seasons, music, and, of course, after school jobs and their work in the classroom all take the
lions’ share of their energies. The way they manage all those activities is really something. They will
try their best in this very involved play. This will be, by the way, the seniors’ last performance on the

St. John High Stage. Please join us!

FCCLA S.A.F.E team will be hosting the ThinkFast Interactive Game Show

On April 7th the ThinkFast® interactive awareness game show will be in St. John High
School. This activity, that appeals to all ages with its MTV style production set, main-
stream music and videos, an entertaining host, and informative and engaging trivia

will be presented to all Stafford County High Schools. ThinkFast® utilizes the Fleet-

Thanks to the enthusiastic SAFE team and sponsors, as well as, strong community
support and involvement. As part of the SAFE (Seatbelts Are for Everyone) initiative,

only Stafford, Kearny & Norton counties were selected by the Kansas Department of
Transportation to participate in this event.
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Run brings color, fun and exercise to Staftord County

'The Color Me Lucky Run was held on March 23 in St. John. There was a 5K run and 2 mile walk and sen-
ior walk around the square. The event had 120 people signed up and 90 people actually participated. Cold,

windy conditions did not keep too many away.

'The run was an initiative from the Get Active Kansas campaign, Lisa Cornwell chairman, and Healthy
Communities, Sydney Blanton, chairman. Approximately $1400 was raised and donated to the USD 350
Educational Foundation.

Sponsors were: Stafford Ecodevo, Dillons, St. John National Bank, Ag360 Insurance, Adams Brown Beren
& Ball CPAs, Jim’s Septic Tank, American State Bank & Trust Co., Kanza Coop, Mid West Plumbling &
HVAC Inc., Sallee Masonry, Inc., Minnis Chapel, and Davis Electrical, Inc.

Mrs. Patterson and the FCCLA helped facilitate the event. FCCLA volunteers were: Bernice Ramirez,
Christy Garcia, Estrella Fernandez , Katlyn Spangenberg, Gio Valenzula, Madison Long, Greyson Collins

and Aeriana Trimmer.

Winners of the 5K were 1st Ty Cornwell/2nd Austin Klug/3rd Leah Alpers
'The race ended at Squeaks with water donated by Dillon’s and fruit donated by the PTO.




Preschool Sereenings

Tuesday, April 15th:
AM in Macksville and PM in Stafford

Friday, April 25th:
All day in St. John (Church of Christ)

Call Stafford County Health Dept. for appointments:
549-3504

Students wanting to take
driver’s ed this summer

should sign up ASAP in Mr.
Kinnamon’s classroom.

Students must be 14 by the
time they will start the
driving portion of class.
Classes will begin May 22nd.
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Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library April 2014

April Photography Exhibit to Showcase Local Photographers

The library is sponsoring an exhibit of
photographs taken by local photographers
during the month of April. Several
photographers have made arrangements but
there is room for more! Stafford County
residents of all ages are invited to share their
talents. If interested please contact Christie at
549-3227 orilgml@usd350.com.

AREA WRITERS INVITED TO GATHER AT
IDA LONG GOODMAN MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Do you have an interest in writing? Do you write

your own poems? Journal about your experiences? X Véix =
Want to improve your writing skills? Have you been

longing to share a favorite passage or poem? The

library is offering a place for all writing enthusiasts to gather for all of the
above and more. Here is your chance to share with and support other
aspiring writers. Meet at Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library, Sunday,
April 27th at 3:00 pm. For more information contact the library at 549-

3227 or e-mail the library with “Writer’s Invitation” in the subject heading

F
BOOM
READ
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Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library
2014 Spring Community Arts Program

/

Ornithologists, Artists, and Bird Paparazzi of Kansas
Presenter: David Seibel

Saturday, April 12 1 pm
Library Community Room

Early Morning Photo Opportunity

Whimsical, charming, fascinating—and for most of the year, elusive—Lesser
Prairie-Chickens strut their stuff in a spectacular show each spring. A grouse of
open grassland, the Lesser Prairie-Chicken is known for its mating dance. Males
display together in a communal lek, where they raise ear-like feathers above
their heads, inflate orange sacs on the sides of their throats, and stutter-step
around while making a deep hooting moan. Who wouldn’t want to see that!?!
Join a group of early morning birders on Saturday, April 12, 2014 to observe the
annual mating dance. Room is limited so make your reservation early. For
more details, call 549-3227 or ilgml@usd350.com.



2014 Talk About Literature in Kansas

Features New York Times Best Seller

the curious Incident
ol

the dog

in

the night-time

by

mark haddon

Ida Long Goodman Memorial
Library has offered a three-
part book discussion series
February through April on the
theme "Growing Up." All are
invited to attend the free
programs. The books,
provided by the Kansas
Humanities Council, are
available for checkout. The
last book discussion will
feature The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night-time
by Mark Haddon on April 27th
at 3:30.

The following is a review of
The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-time by
schmoop.com.

Mark Haddon was an author
and illustrator of children's
books, who one day decided
to write a book for adults

instead. An image popped
into his head —of a dead
poodle in someone's front
lawn, stabbed with a
pitchfork —and he thought it
was just about the funniest
thing in the world (source).
Hmm, okay, Mark.

But before we give him the
old "you're nuts" treatment,
let's take a look at what that
turned into. From that image
alone, Haddon created the
immensely successful The
Curious Incident of the Dog
in the Night-Time. It has sold
millions of copies (tens of
millions, really), won the
prestigious Whitbread Award
in 2003, and today can be
found in bookstores in just
about every country in the
world (source).

So, what's it all about, then?
Haddon's first journey into
adult novels tells the story of
a fifteen-year-old boy named
Christopher Boone, who
finds —you guessed it —a
dead dog in his neighbor's
yard. On the back of most
editions of the book,
Christopher is described as
having Asperger syndrome,
an autism spectrum disorder
that makes social
interactions difficult and
uncomfortable. While this
the book certainly seems

to describe Christopher's experi-
ence in the world, his disorder is
actually never specified in the
book

A fan of Sherlock Holmes stories,
Christopher decides to do some
detective work of his own, and
solve the mystery of who killed
the pup. Along the way, he dis-
covers a whole lot more than he
expected — both about himself
and about parts of the world he
never knew existed. But the
book is a precious gem on its
own (we feel precious for even
putting it that way, but it's
true!), as Christopher jumps
from advanced astrophysics to
the existence of God, from quad-
ratic equations to his favorite
animals at the zoo. Christopher's
narrative voice is unlike any in
literary history, and, against all
odds, he makes a wonderful
guide for this fascinating jour-
ney. (Schmoop Editorial Team)

To check out books and for more
information about the reading
series, contact Ida Long Good-
man Memorial Library at 620-
549-3227 orilgml@usd350.com.




Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library Staff

Wishes Our Patrons

And all the USD 350 families and staff a Happy Easter!
April 18—April 20

April

April 12
April 13
April 18-20
May 2

May 4

Local Photographers Exhibit

Orinthologists, Artists, and Bird Paparazzi of Kansas 1:00 pm
Meet and Greet Local Photographers 3:00pm
Closed

D. E. A. R. Read-In Around the Square 2:30-3:00 pm
Star Wars Day 2:30-4:30 pm







UsD #350 APRIL 2014
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
1 BREAKFAST 2 BREAKFAST 3 BREAKFAST 4 BREAKFAST
Cinnamon Tastries Breakfast Burrito French Toast Sticks Breakfast Bar
Pineapple Pears Peaches Mixed Fruit
Orange Juice Apple Juice Pineapple/Orange Juice Fruit Juice Blend
Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk
LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
Sausage Pizza Hamburger Gravy Cowboy Cavatini Cheese Quesadilla
Relish Plate Whipped Potatoes Tossed Salad Corn
Green Beans Braccoli Baby Carrots Refried Beans
Pears Peaches Mixed Fruit Fresh Fruit Pineapple
Fresh Fruit Milk Fresh Fruit Milk French Bread Milk Fresh Fruit Milk
7 BREAKFAST 8 BREAKFAST 9 BREAKFAST 10 BREAKFAST 11 BREAKFAST
Pancake on a Stick Breakfast Pizza Flat out Bread Biscuits & Gravy Muffin
Pineapple Mixed Fruit Pears Peaches Applesauce
Grape Juice Orange Juice Pineapple/Orange Juice Apple Juice Fruit Juice Blend
Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk
LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
Chicken Tetrazzini Taco Soup Chicken Fried Steak Sweet & Sour Chicken Fish Sandwich
Lettuce Salad Relish Plate Potatoes & Gravy Rice Pilaf French Fries
Green Beans Pineapple Peas Broccoli Baby Carrots
Mixed Fruit Fresh Fruit Fresh Fruit Peaches Applesauce Fresh Fruit Pears
Hot Roll Milk Tortilla Chips Milk Hot Roll  Milk Hot Roll Milk Fresh Fruit Milk
14 BREAKFAST 15 BREAKFAST 16 BREAKFAST 17 BREAKFAST 18 BREAKFAST
Breakfast Bites Cinnamon Tastries Breakfast Burrito French Toast Sticks
Pears Peaches Pineapple Mixed Fruit NO
Grape Juice Apple Juice Pineapple/Orange Juice Orange Juice SCHOOL!
Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Mik Cereal Milk
LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
Little Smokies Chicken Nuggets Bar-B-Q Beef/Bun Lasagna
Macaroni & Cheese Potatoes & Gravy French Fries Lettuce Salad USDA is an
Broccoli Peas Baby Carrots Green Beans Equal Opportunity
Pineapple Mixed Fruit Peaches Pears provider and
Milk Hot Roll Milk Milk French Bread Milk Employer
21 BREAKFAST 22 BREAKFAST 23 BREAKFAST 24 BREAKFAST 25 BREAKFAST
Pancake on a Stick Breakfast Pizza Flat out Bread Biscuits & Gravy Muffin
Pears Mixed Fruit Peaches Pears Pineapple
Grape Juice Apple Juice Pineapple/Orange Juice Fruit Juice Blend Orange Juice
Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk
LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
Meat Balls Soft Taco Chicken Strips Ham & Cheese Sandwich Chicken Quesadilla
Macaroni & Cheese Lettuce & Tomatoes Potatoes & Gravy French Fries Lettuce Salad
Peas Baby Carrots Refried Beans Green Beans Brocceoli Corn
Applesauce Fresh Fruit Pineapple Pears Fresh Fruit Peaches Mixed Fruit
Cookie Milk Fresh Fruit Milk Hot Roll  Milk Fresh Fruit Milk Fresh Fruit Milk
28 BREAKFAST 29 BREAKFAST |30  BREAKFAST
Breakfast Bites Cinnamon Tastries Breakfast Burrito
Pears Pineapple Peaches
Grape Juice Apple Juice Fruit Juice Blend
Cereal Milk Cereal Milk Cereal Milk
LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH
Burrito Salisbury Steak Sausage Pizza
Lettuce & Tomatoes Potatoes & Gravy Broccoli
Corn Green Beans Baby Carrots
Pineapple Fresh Fruit | Peaches Fresh Fruit Pears Fresh Fruit
Cookie Milk Hot Roll  Milk Birthday Cake Milk
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April 200

USD %50 Distriet Calendar

Sunday ‘

Monday

\ Tuesday \Wednesday‘ Thursday \

Friday ] Saturday

7

1:00 PM Varsity

Gold @ Auburn

Hills - Wichita
7:00 PM Board of

Education Meeting
Pre-Dress Rehearsal

1 2 3

6:30 PM CPL 10:30 AM CPL 3:00 PM HS Track
Honors Banquet = League Meeting @ Kinsley
@ St. John Play Practice -
Evening

10

2:00 PM Varsity
Golf @
McPherson

3:00 PM JH Track
@ Spearville

Dress Rehearsal

8 9

Fr/So Track @ 1:20 PM School
Ellinwood Dismissal
Run-Through
Dress Rehearsal

| FCCLA Week @ Wichita

13 14

2:00 PM Jr/Sr Play 3:30 PM JV Gold @ 4:00 PM JH Track - 10:00 AM Vasrsity

Kinsley

16 17

9:00 AM State
Large Group
Music @ Pratt

3:00 PM JH Track
@ Stafford

il

St. John Inv. Gold (H)

4 5

3:00 PM JV Golf (H)

11

3:30 PM Hs Track
@ Lyons

Read In @ The
Square

12

7:30 PM Jr/Sr Play
ACT Exam

18 19

7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom  7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom
NO SCHOOL -
Good Friday

National Library Week

20 21

7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom  3:30 PM Varisty
Easter

27 28

3:00 PM Varsity
Gold @ Derby

3:30 PM JV Gold @ 3:15 PM Spring

Claflin

Gold @ Sterling
7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom

22 23 24

4:00 PM Fr/So 9:30 AM JH Track  6:30 PM JH All-
Track - St. John @ Russell Sports Booster
Inv. 7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom  Club Banquet

7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom Administrative 7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom

National Library Proffesionals Day

25 26

4:00 PM Keith Blide 7:00 PM Jr/Sr Prom
Track Meet State Solos &
Small Ens.

Worker's Day [

FOL Book Sale

| Prom Decorating - 4:00 PM |

29 30

3:00 PM HS Track  3:15 PM Spring
@ Larned Sports Pictures

*PROGRESS
Sports Pictures REPORTS

7:00 PM 5/6 Spring National Walk at
Concert Lunch Day




2013-14 St. John Jr. High AND High School

BASKETBALL DVD ORDER FORM

Mrs. Kinnamon's Media Technology class iz taking orders for DVDs of the 2013-14 bagketball seazon . The costis $ .50 per DVD

which will cover IHT's costs for the DvDs and irk for labels.

Please write the desired quantity below. Return with payment by Aprll 18th to TarakKinnamon,

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Garme
Skyline
Larred Trny: Elliwood
Larned TrnyMacksvile
Larred Trny: Larned
Larned Trny: Ellinwood
Larred Triy: Macksville
Larned Trny: Larned
Central Plains
Cunringham
Kireley
Ness City
Ellimwood
Larned
MWC: Nickerson
MWC: Larned
MWC: Central Plaine
PRATT TOURNEY: Med Lodge
FPRATT TOURNEY: Maize South
FRATT TOURNEY: Fratt
Norwich
Central Plains

Girle

Boye

Game

Lacrosse
Yictoria

Word of Life

Mackeville
Otis Bison
Substate: Kiowa County
Substate: Central Flaine
Sustate: Skyline
SubState: Med Lodge
Substate: Central Plains
State: Washington Crity
State: Olpe
State: Plainvile
State Champ Celebration

(from March 28)

(Girls total: 22 dvds; Boys: 27 dvds)

TOTAL QUANTITY ORDERED
$ x $ .50each
$ SUBTOTAL

$ x .0715 (7.15% sales tax)
$ TOTAL DUE (Payment due w/ order please)

(Please make checks payable to SJH Media Tech.)

Girls

JUNIOR HIGH
"A" TEAM BASKETBALL

Bove

OPPONENT

Otie Bison

Kiowa County
Central Plaing
Stafford

Victoria

Ellinwood
Hutch-Trinity
Kinsley

LaCrosse

Spearville

Mackaville

Ness City

CPL Tourn: Central Plaine
CAL Tourn:

CAL Tourn: Yictoria
CPL Tourn: LaCrosse
CPL Tourn: Nese City
CAL Tourn: Yictoria

(Giris total: 14 dvds; Boys: 11 dvds)

*Due to technical difficulties, some games are
not available.

Please note: [HT will wait until several orders have compiled to make duplicating the DVDs quicker and more efficient so it may be mid-May
before orders are completed. Thanks for your patience!! Contact Mrs. Kinnamon with questions: tkinnamon@usd350.com

CONTACT

Name:

Phone #:

0 FOR NOTIFICATI

ORD)

IS COMPLETE:

)

Please circle one:

Land Line / Cell

Can | text you when order is done? Yes/No




B, USD #350 ST JOHN
WASL 505 N BROADWAY
pse-assin-Fide ST JOHN KS 67576

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Extreme Makeover-School Edition
is comineg to St John!

We are looking for volunteers to spend a Saturday working on the school
rounds. Projects have not been determined at this time, however, su

é;Zééﬂ%/
MAKEOVER

water will be available throughout the day. Date 8 GG, B0y
has not been set at this time, but we are hoping
to schedule a Saturday in early May. Contact the
Central Office with questions. Thanks.
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