
 

1 

Superintendent’s News 
It is time to start thinking about enrollment for next school year.  Children 3 years of age or older by August 
31, 2014 are eligible to attend preschool and children 5 years of age or older by August 31, 2014 are eligible to 
attend kindergarten. 

The first step to having your preschool or Kindergarten child enrolled at USD 350 is to have your child 
screened.  Children MUST be screened before they can attend preschool.  Preschool screening and kindergar-
ten round-up will be held at the Church of Christ, 609 North Pearl, in St. John, on the following dates:  Thurs-
day, April 10 for potential kindergarten students and Friday, April 25 for 
potential preschoolers.  

We ask that if you have a child who will be in Kindergarten or preschool 
next year that you submit a form to the elementary office.  If you missed 
the March 31st deadline, please submit the form as soon as possible.  A 
form was sent home to many parents, but we may have missed some fami-
lies.  You can find the form on our school website and you may contact the 
elementary office with questions about this at 549-3518. 

The Board of Education recently approved the school calendar for the 2014-15 school year.   The school year 
for students will run from August 21, 2014 through May 19, 2015.  The scheduled days are very similar to the 
current year’s calendar.  A copy of the calendar can be found on our website.  

I’m sure you already know that the Tiger boys brought home another state basketball championship.  We con-
gratulate Coach Kinnamon and the team for achieving this milestone two years in a row.  The team and crowd 
were a positive representation of our community at the tournament. 

The current legislative session is now being dominated by issues addressed by the Kansas Supreme Court in 
their recent school finance ruling.   

There are two issues at hand with this court ruling.  First is equity (is funding equitable across the state?) and 
second is adequacy (is it enough?).  The equity issue has to do with state aid provided to districts for their local 
option budget (LOB) and capital outlay funds. 
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 This aid is provided to districts with lower property wealth to equalize funding across the state.  This           
 is needed because one mill of tax authority generates a vastly different dollar amount from school   
 district to school district. 

Currently, state aid is not provided as it should be according to Kansas statute.  Less than 80% of the LOB aid is provided and capital 
outlay aid is not funded at all.  This does not affect our budget because USD 350 gets no state aid for these 
funds; the revenue is only collected from local tax payers. 

The Supreme Court ruled that the legislature is not meeting their Constitutional obligation to properly equal-
ize funding for capital outlay and local option budgets.  There are basically two ways to solve this problem.  
One option is to add nearly $130 million to fully fund the equalization aid.  This would not affect the USD 350 
budget since we receive none of this aid. 

Another option would be to provide this equalization aid from other areas of the public education budget.  In 
effect, this would mean taking money from districts that do not receive this state funding (like USD 350) and 
spreading it out to those districts that do.  While funding equity is very important, it should not come at the 

expense of some school districts with already strapped school budgets. 

In regard to adequacy, the Supreme Court disagreed with the lower court about the amount needed to properly fund schools according 
to the Constitution.  The Supreme Court sent this back to the lower court to reconsider.  The Court said that outcomes for students 
must be considered in determining whether funding is adequate or not.  It is not merely a matter of "how much money" is spent.  The 
issue of funding adequacy will likely not be agreed upon any time soon. As always, if you’d like to visit about any of these topics or 
have other questions or concerns, I can be reached at 620-549-3564 or meyerj@usd350.com.  I am proud to be a Tiger and proud to 
serve USD 350 with Purpose, Passion, and Pride.   ~ Josh Meyer – USD 350 Superintendent  
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Junior-Senior Play 

April 12 and 13, 2014 

  The Junior Senior Play this spring will be presented Saturday, April 12, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, April 

13, at 2:00 p.m., 2014, in the St. John High School Auditorium.  The title this year is Curtain Going Up!, A COM‐

EDY IN THREE ACTS,  by Gregory Johnston.  Rights to perform the play have been obtained from Samuel 

French, Inc., 45 West 25th Street, New York, NY 10010.  This is a very clever and humorous play about the 

“production of a play in high school, [during which] the action takes place on the stage and in the auditori‐

um, during rehearsal and after the presentation, “ according to the play book.   The teacher in charge of her 

very first school play is portrayed by senior Madison Long.  She has seemingly every problem getting this 

“play within the play” to performance that can possibly happen, in‐

cluding:  misplaced or stolen play books; students coming close to 

failing classes and thus being close to being ineligible at the last mo‐

ment,; a grouchy and temperamental custodian who believes in 

some way that he should be in charge (senior Preston Miller); a fac‐

ulty member in charge of costumes (Maddy Lippoldt) who is vying 

for the affection of the journalism teacher (Tim Easley) who is actu‐

ally smitten with the new teacher this year; a father  (Jesus Alverez) who believes his daughter (Haley Falk), 

a real prima donna, should have the leading role over a new actress (Taylor Woodward) who has become 

enthralled with the theater;  a Broadway actress (Khloe Clark) who is the aunt of one of the male cast mem‐

bers (Austin White), a real male prima donna, and feels she has much more experience than the new high 

school teacher who is trying to produce the play.  The senior class sponsor (Emily Nevil) adds her own pres‐

sure to the teacher/director by cutting her play budget in half. 

            Other student actors involved in the play‐within‐the‐

play as well as in the play proper are Schuyler Brown (who is 

a jealous boyfriend‐type in the cast because he is protecting 

his right to his girlfriend’s affections);  Zuriel Reyes (who 

portrays an ornery, ladies’‐man type sure to keep things 

stirred up); Jessica Hanson (who plays a very frustrated 

stage manager trying her best to keep the cast in line); Kade 

Kinnamon (an athlete with no acting experience trying to 

keep stage directions clear in his mind and breaking character several times because he cannot remember 

where to enter and stand…plus he doesn’t know how his teammates will react to his costume and makeup);  

(Continued on page 3) 
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FCCLA S.A.F.E team will be hosting the ThinkFast Interactive Game Show 

On April 7th the ThinkFast® interactive awareness game show will be in St. John High 

School. This activity,  that appeals to all ages with its MTV style production set, main‐

stream music and videos, an entertaining host, and informative and engaging trivia 

will be presented to all Stafford County High Schools. ThinkFast® utilizes the Fleet‐

wood Audience Response System (ARS) technology with wireless remote controls, 

which allows the entire audience (up to 250 teams, up to 5 per team) to play at one 

time! From start to finish, messages of prevention, responsibility, and awareness are 

non‐intrusively reinforced. 

Thanks to the enthusiastic SAFE team and sponsors, as well as, strong community 

support and involvement. As part of the SAFE (Seatbelts Are for Everyone) initiative, 

only Stafford, Kearny & Norton counties were selected by the Kansas Department of 

Transportation to participate in this event.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Alexis Witt (who really means well but constantly giggles and is so glad when the play is over so she 

can forget all her lines!); Brooke Shultz (who is delighted to handle publicity so she doesn’t have to 

memorize any lines); Isabella Martinez‐Haskins—sophomore volunteer (who 

handles props and gets thunder sounds and gun shots mixed up a bit).  In addi‐

tion,  Katlyn Spangenberg and Esai Macias  play adults in the audience with 

praise for the production; and some silly teen‐age girls show up who love Kade 

Kinnamon’s character and really become his super‐fans screaming for autographs and following him 

everywhere:  Aeriana Trimmer, Tyler Dove, and Gio Valenzuela. 

              The Student Director/Stage Manager is Ashlyn Fisher.  In the light and sound booth will be Cody 

Haberman and Katlyn Spangenberg.  The rest of the cast have volunteered to help with costumes, grip‐

ping, props, make‐up, hair, the set, and publicity. Our gracious costume volunteer will again be Cindy 

Crockett.  Wendy Hacker is directing.  Jane Bennington is producing.  Please make time on your calen‐

dars to come support our students.  They are sooooo busy!  The Sub‐State and  State Basketball Tourna‐

ments  with the wonderful involvement of teams and fans, plus spring break, the beginning of track 

and golf seasons, music, and, of course, after school jobs and their work in the classroom all take the 

lions’ share of their energies.  The way they manage all those activities is really something.  They will 

try their best in this very involved play.  This will be, by the way, the seniors’ last performance on the 

St. John High Stage.  Please join us! 
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Run brings color, fun and exercise to Stafford County 

The Color Me Lucky Run was held on March 23 in St. John.  There was a 5K run and 2 mile walk and sen-
ior walk around the square. The event had 120 people signed up and 90 people actually participated. Cold, 
windy conditions did not keep too many away. 

The run was an initiative from the Get Active Kansas campaign, Lisa Cornwell chairman, and Healthy 
Communities, Sydney Blanton, chairman. Approximately $1400 was raised and donated to the USD 350 
Educational Foundation.  

Sponsors were: Stafford Ecodevo, Dillons, St. John National Bank, Ag360 Insurance, Adams Brown Beren 
& Ball CPAs, Jim’s Septic Tank, American State Bank & Trust Co., Kanza Coop, Mid West Plumbling & 
HVAC Inc., Sallee Masonry, Inc., Minnis Chapel, and Davis Electrical, Inc.  

Mrs. Patterson and the FCCLA helped facilitate the event.  FCCLA volunteers were: Bernice Ramirez, 
Christy Garcia, Estrella Fernandez , Katlyn Spangenberg, Gio Valenzula, Madison Long, Greyson Collins 
and Aeriana Trimmer. 

Winners of the 5K were 1st Ty Cornwell/2nd Austin Klug/3rd Leah Alpers 

The race ended at Squeaks with water donated by Dillon’s and fruit donated by the PTO. 
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Preschool Screenings 

Tuesday, April 15th:   

  AM in Macksville and PM in Stafford 

Friday, April 25th:   

  All day in St. John (Church of Christ) 

 

Call Stafford County Health Dept. for appointments: 

549‐3504 

Students wanting to take 
driver’s ed this summer 
should sign up ASAP in Mr. 
Kinnamon’s classroom.  
 
Students must be 14 by the 
time they will start the 
driving portion of class.  
Classes will begin May 22nd.  
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USD #350 ST JOHN 

505 N BROADWAY 

ST JOHN KS 67576 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

Extreme Makeover-School Edition  
is coming to St. John!  

 
  We are looking for volunteers to spend a Saturday working on the school 
grounds. Projects have not been determined at this time, however, sugges‐
tions are welcome along with anyone who is willing to spend half a day or a 
full day doing manual labor. Please contact 
Juliann Owens at the Central Office if you are 
willing to help. 620‐549‐3564 or ow‐
ensj@usd350.com.  
  There will be a meal provided at lunch and 
water will be available throughout the day. Date 
has not been set at this time, but we are hoping 
to schedule a Saturday in early May. Contact the 
Central Office with questions. Thanks. 
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